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	Let me first thank everyone for attending this announcement this afternoon, but I want to especially thank my wife, Angie; son, Roth; my Mom, Betty Landes; my sister, Carolyn Bing; (and my brother, Bob Landes) for being with me today. I also want to recognize (introduce any elected and party officials) and thank them very much for attending as well. 

	Today I am announcing that I will be a candidate for the Clerk of Circuit Court for Augusta County, and that I will not be seeking re-election to the Virginia House of Delegates representing the 25th District. It has been a high honor to serve in the House of Delegates, and to be the Delegate from Augusta County for over 20 years. 

	After much thought, prayer, and in speaking with family and friends from across Augusta County, I know the time is right for me to use my experience in the General Assembly and put that experience to work for all the citizens of Augusta County as their Clerk of Circuit Court. The Clerk of Court plays a very important role for our citizens just as the other four Constitutional Officers do.

	The Clerk of Court has over 800 separate responsibilities as listed in the Code of Virginia. The Clerk’s major responsibilities include:
 
· The administration of justice working with both judges, and public safety officials; and with responsibilities for all criminal and civil case records adjudicated in the Circuit Court.

· The recorder of deeds and records related to land transactions including the collection of taxes and legal fees related to these transactions.
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· Serve as a probate judge when a last will and testament is presented to the Clerk for legal probate of an estate, including collecting any applicable estate taxes for the Commonwealth. 

· Provide the public services such as issuing marriage licenses, processing notary public commissions, and issuing concealed weapons permits. 

· Provide financial management and oversight for funds and fees collected by the Clerk’s Office, including restitution for victims, and to provide for the proper accounting for local and state budgets. 

· Serve as the custodian of all Historic Records for the Augusta County Circuit Court dating back to the mid-1700’s. These records are one of the most complete and continuous collection of court records of any locality in Virginia. 

With my background working in Virginia’s government, and working directly with our local government leaders on the Augusta County Board of Supervisors and our Constitutional Officers, I am confident I can continue the great work John Davis and Carol Brydge have brought to the Office of Clerk of Court. In addition, my 20 plus years of business experience can also be put to good use serving the citizens of Augusta County. 

In my years of service in the House of Delegates I have also worked with and participated in the selection and appointment of each one of the current Circuit Court Judges in the 25th Circuit. I know and respect each one of these individuals and I am confident I can work closely with them as Clerk of the Circuit Court.  
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Over the next couple of months, I will be listening to the citizens of Augusta County to see what their ideas and priorities may be for the Office of Clerk of Circuit Court. In addition, I will be meeting with Mrs. Brydge, and if possible the hardworking and dedicated staff in the Clerk’s Office to get their input and ideas. This will allow me to thoughtfully and carefully formulate my goals for the office if I am given the honor and chosen by the voters as Augusta County’s next Clerk of Circuit Court.

In the history of Augusta County since 1745 there have only been 16 other individuals who have served as Clerk of Circuit Court. If given the honor of serving as the 17th Clerk of Circuit Court I pledge to the citizens of Augusta County to always work hard with dedication and enthusiasm on their behalf. I will always remember that the Clerk and the Office work for the people. 

I look forward to campaigning across the County for this important office. I am excited to have this opportunity, and will conduct a grass roots, people-oriented campaign for Clerk of Court, just as I have done when running every two-years for the House of Delegates. 

The people have trusted me to be their representative for over 20 years. I am asking them to trust me once again to serve as their Augusta County Clerk of Circuit Court. I pledge to earn that trust over the course of this campaign. 

Thank you once again for coming to this announcement, and now I would be happy to take any questions there may be from the members of the press ….


